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Dear dud. 




1/17/72 


Had it not bn n for other thin<:s, like the bat timer bittiness, nnd much company, 

1 would httvn mioed this with you earlier. X have known for a week or more tisan tlie 
rank book in going to bo offered by three bo k clubs, boublodny line aa osoruous 
invosttnent in it ( be^^nning with thu t*-flgure advance to Frank. Their own, tin nook 
-■'ini (.1 taay be wron • horn) and the flayboo bo .k eluba. If it ia inportant I can dig 
the tiiird out. This represents the intent of putting some real stem into the oindne, 

I also ank you to note that the serialisation of the hiaftip flop ut this point 
ia exceptional. Usu lly, serialization precedes or coincides with iJublication.lt 
■J.oou not urualiy fol .ow by no threat a title* nlxl I do not know of aaotlior uiiiglw cane 
(i which do - not mean that there arc none) whore a real, ^uam*tee( !-by- oerl’o Riance flop 
was serialized with its established oov.oreinl cad literary failure, flw I'ost ia not ' 
alon^ in serializing it. 1 don't know wiio all ia, but ia . liilu tlie inquirer ia. 




The titain,i with hnttimer may be iroelevant, but it ours a.; holl ia perfect. 




»*ow there is no way that the -‘''rook book cun be r- .JJLy proriotod without running into 
tno /OtJ'-T regulations and thoir capability for working for us. 'Therefore, altliou^i 
I nu not at alt. lktppy at tint prospect and .ould piV'Tor ulnost anything clan, x. propose 
tha; we prepare for it in wuya 1 would dike to explore with you at greater length when 
we havo ti:ae, but eattontially by .{a;/ writing ne a latter in wliich lie nays ho lias read 
ny book, knows from thoir eft orts to entice him by bribery into talking to them what 
o idler writers liave in aiud saying about him, time ho ia both a man without isuch forual 
education, a prisoner and inhibited by the fact tiiat his cune ia on appeal and he 
t ueroby uay bo precluded from saying anything publicly so, while it anoulu not bo taken 
as eitlie ap.rovul or disnp roval of ay work, on ..liich ho fools lie sliould not Make 
con ent, lie would like uc to rupi-csent ilia in pr> sen tin, ■ tile other side, giving ay 
views, not Ilia, uith tiio ono exception that ho mo never been asked if he killed 
^i*. “inf win ho autnorizos ce to say in his behulf two things: that foreman never 
aalced him, aoroly an-uneu tiiat he was tins nhooter; one. tiiat he was not tine siiootor 
and was not in any Wnybrc sponsible for tlie kilting. 


With this letter, I would thou write koubluday and ask tiiat in fairness to liny, 

«lio is witiiou t moans, tiiey i-d.ona each and ovozy outlet to which they- supply fz-ang or 
ou wjiieh lio ap >ear3 and to communicate to fcien my uvuilnbili ty to appear* with or fol - 
lowing .-'rank, ana that if such un as urance ia uot iameaiately forthcoming 1 will 
not awuit tlie one-sided airing fa a mutter no vital to the nation und it 3 system of 
iwptiw hut Will -.p Torch the FCC, even though there ..111 t.. u bu au ILoomow through 
whou to make complaint, one. tmt x think tho uodiu record of t)u* 'Ju.it on tlii eubjoct 
3iiould be cnou.d to warrant tlieir intoxvut. That 1 will also write every uutvoru, every 
twijor tali- snow, etc., also in uuvancu of tile up x. ronco l April when x iiearu of it) 
of from.' a show and tell them if xxxrxxat it in not arranged for mo to up, ear with ldn 
or in rtv po.-.*., I wxl_ in each case take t ,e ouso to th.; fbb. it would oe nuc-h better 
ft - - Xf wo could have somo arxnngoiaont for legal liolp in advance. 'This cun provide us with 
t;^ intellectual judo wt hav. needed, They hhvc this onorolus stake. If tixjy argue tiiat 
frank non asked to so ; my ana that -ay lias refused, thus ia no unawor, for Any iiaa a 
case in court nnd Frank has made ld.u position clear in advance, in many ways, only 
one of which ia tin; uao of -uie's cutorlal (I have tid .3 in writing). There may be 
people interested* enough i_. tlie fairness doctrine to bu willing ta try thiu uniijue 
und x t.iix- new -p.TO / a d u with such lielp, oven failure ooula be success. 


na..tily, 


